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Dear ICS Families, 

The 8th grade has decorated the lobby and office. Classrooms 

are decorating their rooms and the halls.  Can you feel it? The 

kids can.  Christmas is coming! As everyone gets wrapped up 

in the Advent season and the Christmas preparations, I hope 

you enjoy this time with family and friends.   

If you haven’t been to the school lately, there are many good 

reasons to stop by ICS in December. Please join us for Mass on 

Monday, Dec. 8 for the feast of the patron saint of our school, 

parish, and country.  I also look forward to seeing everyone at 

the Christmas program on Dec. 12.   And of course the 

Christmas parties are always fun! Come on by and enjoy the 

fun! 

God’s blessings to each of you, 

Stephanie Stafford 

 

Generosity 

Giving without counting the cost.  As we strive to “respect the 

dignity of all life”, we often find opportunities to use generosity. 

Sometimes we are asked to give our time, talent, or treasures.  

Thank you for helping Immaculate Conception School serve the 

community! 

 Urban Ministries – monthly donations of food to the 

community 

 Thanksgiving Baskets – providing a Thanksgiving dinner for 

parish and Catholic Charities families 

 Ladies of Charity – jelly donation going to larger basket to 

feed 775 families in Nashville 

 Christmas Angels – providing Christmas gifts for parish and 

Catholic Charities families 

 

Upcoming Events 

December 8 

Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary; Mass at 8 am 

Initiation Ceremony for Junior 

Beta Club following Mass 

Holy Day of Obligation; 

Dismissal at 10 am 

Chuck E. Cheese fundraiser; 

11 am to close 

December 12 

Urban Ministries: Out of 

Uniform 

 

An Old-Fashioned Christmas 

All School Christmas Program 

at 6 pm 

 

December 16 

Adoration 

December 19 

Begin Christmas Break at 

11:15 am 

January 5 

Classes Resume 

 

  

 



 

December for Catholics 

Advent 

Beginning the Church's liturgical year, Advent (from, "ad-venire" in 

Latin or "to come to") is the season encompassing the four Sundays 

(and weekdays) leading up to the celebration of Christmas. 

The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts 

and minds to Christ’s second coming at the end of time and also 

to the anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas. The final days of 

Advent, from December 17 to December 24, focus particularly on 

our preparation for the celebrations of the Nativity of our Lord 

(Christmas). 

Advent devotions including the Advent wreath, Advent calendar, 

and Jesse Tree remind us of the meaning of the season. 

 

Christmas 

Christmas is one of the most important days of the Church year, 

second only to Easter itself. It is the feast of the incarnation, the 

feast of God becoming flesh (the Latin "in carne" means 

"enfleshment"). It is a uniquely Christian teaching, the Divine 

choosing to become one of us. Because of this belief, God is not 

only Transcendent, but also wholly Immanent, Emmanuel (God-

with-us). While remaining Transcendent (meaning we must rise 

above our present condition to reach Him), He is at the same time 

Immanent (meaning He is with us as we rise toward Him). Every 

Eucharist is like Christmas where the bread and wine are 

transformed into His flesh, His Body and Blood, and, in a sense, He is 

born anew on the altar.  

The liturgical season of Christmas begins with the vigil Masses on 

Christmas Eve and concludes on the Feast of the Baptism of the 

Lord. During this season, we celebrate the birth of Christ into our 

world and into our hearts, and reflect on the gift of salvation that is 

born with him…including the fact that he was born to die for us. 

The Christmas tree and the Nativity scene are popular symbols of 

the season and a tradition in many Christian homes. It is also 

traditional to exchange Christmas gifts with family and friends as a 

way to honor God the Father's gift of his only son to the world. 

Having received the gift of Christ, we naturally want to pass that 

gift along to our loved ones. 

 

 

Virtues in Practice 

Year of FAITH 

Virtue for December: 

Generosity – giving without 

counting the cost 

K – 2 Saint: 

Saint Nicholas 

3 – 5 Saint: 

Saint Mary Magdalene 

6-8 Saint: 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

 

December Liturgical 

Dates 

December 8 

Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary (Holy Day of 

Obligation) 

December 12 

Feast of our Lady of 

Guadalupe 

December 25 

The Nativity of the Lord (Holy 

Day of Obligation) 

December 28 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, 

and Joseph 

January 1 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 

God (Holy Day of Obligation) 

 

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/christmas/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/advent/about-advent-wreaths.cfm

