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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

The summer is upon us already, where has the time gone? 

In lieu of the cumbersome math packet that has previously been sent home for summer 

assignments, it is our great pleasure to announce that students will be using xtramath.org 

instead. This educational website is a wonderful, interactive tool for students to increase 

efficiency in basic math skills. It will automatically progress at your child’s pace and will 

adjust as necessary upon completion of certain segments. Parents and teachers can 

monitor the student’s progress with a separate log-in as well. 

Teachers will receive weekly reports via email that let us know who logged in, when, and 

for how long. We are also able to monitor the rate of progression and remotely make 

adjustments to the program of study for each student. All students have had the 

opportunity to log-in and try the website out so that they understand what is expected of 

them. 

Students must complete xtramath three times per week for 7 of the 8 week summer 

break. Each time the student logs on, the site will direct the student to the place where 

they last left off. In addition, the program will tell the students when they have completed a 

round and ask them to log off at that time. Of course there is no penalty for more xtramath! 

This assignment will be counted as a class work grade the week students return to school. 

New Students – Parents please email your child’s name to one of the Middle School 

Teachers below and one of them will email your child’s pin number. 

Please feel free to contact your Middle School Teachers at any time this summer if you have 

any questions or concerns regarding this summer assignment.  

 

Sincerely, 

Joyce Downey, Whitney Newsom, and Jamie Pertl 

 

jdowney@stmaryscatholicschool.com 

wnewsom@stmaryscatholicschool.com 

jpertl@stmaryscatholicschool.com 
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6th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

Students entering 6th grade the fall of 2012 are required to read The Egypt Game by Zilpha 
Keatley Synder, and another novel of the student’s choice, complete the assignments listed below, and 
pass an AR test with an 80% or higher. If the student does not pass the AR test with an 80% or higher, 
he/she must complete a written assignment. An average of the AR test grade and the grade on the 
written assignment will serve as the grade for the project. 

 Assignments are due the first full day of school. Grades for the Main Dishes and Side Dishes are 
posted as class work grades, and AR scores are posted as two separate test grades. 

Students can purchase their own copy of The Egypt Game at local bookstores or check out a 
copy from the public library. I do have copies of The Egypt Game in the classroom library that can be 
checked out for the summer. Students are expected to treat the borrowed books with care and return 
them in good condition or replace the book. 

First Assignment— The Egypt Game 

Attached is the Sixth Grade Summer Reading Assignment Learning Menu which consists of three Main 
Dishes and seven Side Dishes. Students must complete the three Main Dishes and choose TWO of the 
Side Dishes. The Main and Side Dishes are taken as class work grades. 

Second Assignment—Novel of Student’s Choice 

For the second part of the Summer Reading Assignment, students pick a novel they want to read. On a 4 
x 6 note card students must write the following information: 

 Line 1  The name of the book 

 Line 2   The name of the author 

 Line 3   The genre of the book (historical fiction, science fiction, etc.) 

 Line 4  Identify the setting of the novel 

 Line 5   Identify the main character(s) 

 Line 6  Identify the main conflict of the story 

 Line 7  The page number and paragraph of a brief passage the student will  

   share with the class. Write a brief explanation of the connection 

   you made with the passage (such as demonstrates the author’s writing 

   style, you thought it was funny, a good description) 

 Line 8  A question or statement that leaves someone wanting to read the book. 

   (Do not give away the resolution or end of the book.) 

 Line 9   Rate the book 1-10 (l is the lowest; 10 the highest) 

 

The first week of school students will give a Book Talk using the information on this card. Students must 
bring the book to show to the class on the day of their Book Talk. Students should practice for the 
presentation as time is limited to no more than 10 minutes. The Book Talk becomes a class work grade. 
The note card is due the first full day of school.   
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Sixth Grading Summer Reading Assignment 

Learning Menu 

Main Dishes: 

Read The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder 

Create a twenty question true/false test covering the main events of the story. (Provide an 

answer key with pages from the novel numbers where you found your statements).  

Make a list of six adjectives that describe April or Melanie and include something (details) from 

the story to show why you chose each adjective. 

Side Dishes: 

Using a shoe box, clay, and other materials of your choice such as fabric, bits of yarn, sticks, 

make a diorama showing a scene in the novel. Include a short written explanation of what is 

shown. 

Imagine that the movie version of The Egypt Game is coming soon to a theater near you. Study 

the movie advertisements in your local newspaper, and design an ad for the movie. In your ad, 

you might feature the part or parts of the story that you find most exciting. You also might 

include several quotes from rave reviews. 

Choose the part of the story that you found the most tense or suspenseful. Find some music 

that you think expresses the feeling of the story at that point. Read that section of the story on 

the tape, with background music. 

With a friend or friends, choose a ceremony from the novel in which the Egypt gang 

participated. Create costumes and simple props. Perform the ceremony for the class. 

Imagine that seven years have passed since the discovery of Egypt. As April packs her bags for 

college, she finds her key to the storage yard, thinks back to the summer she moved to the Casa 

Rosada, and call her best friend Melanie to talk about it. What would she and Melanie have to 

say? Take the part of April or Melanie, and together with a friend, dramatize their conversation. 

Talk about what the Egypt Game meant to you. 

Follow Toby’s lead and play oracle. Generate a list of questions (minimum of five) about the 

future that you would like answered. Use Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations or another collection as 

a source of quotations to serve as answers. The quotations you choose may be humorous, 

sensible, or mysterious. 
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Sixth Grading Summer Reading Assignment 

 
Name _____________________________________________ Date___________________ 

Book Talk 

 

/5 

 

Has book to show to class 

 

 

/10 

 

States author’s name, title of book, genre 

 

 

/10 

 

Gives setting,  major characters, identifies major conflict—does not give 
resolution 

 

 

/10 

 

Shares passage from novel and explains the connection between reader and 
passage. 

 

 

/5 

 

End talk with question or statement that leaves reader hanging 

Does Not Give Resolution 

 

/5 

 

Speaks loudly and clearly 

 

 

/5 

 

Makes eye contact with audience 

 

 

/50 

 

Score 
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Sixth Grade Summer Reading Grading Criteria 

Main Dishes 

Chapter Titles       Character Description   ___ 
Title for each chapter  10 points _______  Adjectives  10 points _______
  
Explanation   10 points _______  Adequate supporting  
details   10 points _______ 
Complete Sentences  10 points _______  Complete Sentences 10 points _______ 
Followed Directions  10 points _______  Followed directions 10 points _______ 
Mechanics     5 points _______  Mechanics    5 points _______  
Neatness     5 points _______  Neatness    5 points _______ 
         __ /50__          __ /50__ 
 
Side Dishes 
 
Music with Story Selection     Diorama  _______________
  
Appropriate Music  20 points _______  Original Artwork 15 points _______ 
Tape with selection  10 points _______  Followed directions 15 points _______ 
Expressive Reading   10 points _______  Explanation  10 points _______ 
Followed directions  10 points _______  Neatness/Colorful 10 points _______ 
         __ /50__          __ /50__ 
 
Skit/Ceremony      Skit/Conversation   ___ 
Script    10 points _______  Script   20 points _______  
Costumes/Props    5 points _______  Presentation   20 points _______ 
Creativity     5 points _______  Followed directions   5 points _______ 
Presentation   15 points _______      Mechanics    5 points _______ 
Mechanics     5 points _______              ___ /50_ 
Followed directions  10 points _______ 
         __ /50__ 
 
Oracle/Quotations      Movie Advertisement   ___ 
Questions (min. 5)  10 points _______  Layout/Design  10 points _______
  
Answers   15 points _______  Original Artwork 10 points _______ 
Complete sentences  10 points _______  Organization  10 points _______ 
Follow directions    5 points _______      Followed directions   5 points _______     
Mechanics     5 points _______      Colorful    5 points _______     
Neatness     5 points _______      Mechanics    5 points _______     
        __ /50__  Neatness    5 points _______  
               __ /50__   


